
DEFINITION OF SAFEGUARDING 
 

Ofsted uses the definition of safeguarding (summarised in the report) from the Children Act 2004 and the 

DfE guidance document Working together to safeguard children,  from which two inspection issues 

arise:  effectiveness in taking reasonable steps to ensure that children and learners are safe; and 

effectiveness in helping to ensure that they feel safe.  The report lists ten issues which are amongst 

those used in evaluating the effectiveness of safeguarding in schools: 

 The impact of safeguarding arrangements on outcomes for pupils 

 How well pupils are taught to keep themselves safe  

 How well the school protects pupils from bullying, racist abuse, harassment or discrimination, 

and promotes good behaviour 

 The effectiveness of health and safety policies and procedures 

 The effectiveness of arrangements to provide a safe environment and secure school site 

 How well the school meets the needs of pupils with medical conditions 

 How appropriately child welfare and child protection concerns are identified and responded to 

 How well the school prioritises safeguarding, and monitors and evaluates the effectiveness of 

its policies and practices 

 The extent to which the school ensures that adults working with children are appropriately 

recruited and vetted, and receive appropriate training, guidance, support and supervision to 

undertake the effective safeguarding of pupils. 

 

STATISITICS 

In 2009/10, the effectiveness of safeguarding procedures in maintained schools was good or 

outstanding in 77% of schools.  In 21% of schools it was only satisfactory overall, indicating the need for 

considerable improvement, and in 2% of schools (including 5% of pupil referral units) arrangements 

were inadequate (meaning unacceptable. 

 

COMMON WEAKNESSES 

 Failure to maintain a single central record of recruitment and vetting checks covering all adults 

who had regular contact with children 

 Insufficient child protection training 

 Key risk assessments not completed 

 Failure by the governing body to monitor and review safeguarding policies. 

 

OUTSTANDING SAFEGUARDING ARRANGEMENTS 
 

Schools with Outstanding Safeguarding arrangements generally display most of the following features, 

which are described in more detail (with examples): 

 High quality leadership and management that makes safeguarding a priority across all aspects 

of a school’s work 

 Stringent vetting procedures for staff and other adults 

 Rigorous safeguarding policies and procedures in place, especially for child protection, 

compliant with statutory requirements and updated regularly 

 Child protection arrangements that are accessible to everyone, including pupils and families 

 Excellent communication systems 

 High propriety given to training in safeguarding 

 Robust arrangements for site security 

 A flexible, relevant, and interesting curriculum that is used to promote safeguarding 

 Courteous and responsible behaviour by pupils 

 Good arrangements to protect and promote pupils’ health and safety. 

 Rigorous monitoring and follow-up of absence 

 Risk assessment taken seriously and used effectively in promoting safety. 


